Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 05225 291555Z 
71 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 MC-02 ACDA-19 AEC-11 IO-14 DRC-01 /136W 

011237 

R 291250Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1987 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
CINCPAC 

SECRET BANGKOK 5225 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, MCAP 

SUBJECT: US STRATEGY AND FORCES IN ASIA 
REF: STATE 048938 

1. AMBASSADOR BRIEFED PRIME MINISTER SANYA MARCH 29 ON US 
STRATEGY AND FORCES IN ASIA AND LEFT WITH HIM AIDE MEMOIRE 
BASED ON REFTEL. PRIME MINISTER EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THIS 
INFORMATION. 

2. CONTENTS REFTEL ALSO REVIEWED WITH GENERAL KRIANGSAK MARCH 
27, WHICH WAS FIRST OPPORTUNITY FOR THIS SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION 
WITH RTG SUPREME COMMAND. KRIANGSAK RUMINATED OVER SIZE AND 
DISPOSITION OF US FORCES AND SAID HE APPRECIATED THIS CONFIRMA- 
TION OF CONTINUED US INTEREST IN ASIA, RECALLING THAT SOME 

THAI MISINTERPRETED NIXON DOCTRINE AS INDICATING US DISENGAGE- 
MENT. HE ALSO OPINED THAT MANY OTHER GOVERNMENTS IN THE AREA 
LESS INTIMATELY AWARE OF US MILITARY DISPOSITIONS, SUCH AS 
SINGAPORE, WOULD BE VERY GRATIFIED TO RECEIVE THIS 
SUMMARY OF US STRATEGY AND FORCES. 

3. POLITICAL COUNSELOR EARLIER BRIEFED THAI MINISTRY OF 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIALS MARCH 19 AND 21. CHAO SAICHEUA, 
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CHIEF OF AMERICA DIVISION OF THE POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT, RECEIVED NEWS WITHOUT COMMENT. VITTHAYA 
VEJJAJIVA, PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER, 

TOOK OCCASION TO RAISE ISSUE OF B-52S IN THAILAND, WHICH 
HE POINTED OUT HAD GREAT PSYCHOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. HE RECALLED THAT RTG HAD ASKED LAST FALL 
THAT WE REDUCE OUR B 52 STRENGTH HERE; THE IMPLICATION WAS 
THAT THE THAI WOULD APPRECIATE AN EARLY RESPONSE TO THEIR 
1973 REQUEST. 

KINTNER 
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